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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  GODSTONE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICaL  officer  of  health 

for  the  year  1959 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Rural  District  of  Godstone  in  the  year  1959. 

It  contains  the  information  requested  in  the  Public  Health 
Officers  Regulations,  1 959?  as  amplified  by  Circular  l/60  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  the  main  follows  the  same  arrangement 
as  earlier  issues  in  the  same  series. 

The  only  causes  of  sickness  and  invalidity  that  were 
specially  noteworthy  vfere  a fairly  widespread  outbreak  of 
influenza  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  epidemic  prevalence  of 
measles  in  the  late  spring.  Both  infections  were  clinically 
very  mild  in  iype  and  associated  with  low  mortality.  Scarlet  fever 
and  pneumonia  also  exhibited  some  increase  in  prevalence,  while 
gastro-intestinal  infections,  such  as  bacillary  dysentery  and 
food  poisoning,  were  mainly  confined  to  residential  institutions 
where  infections  of  this  nature  are  liable  to  spread  very  rapidly. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  was  the 
lowest  for  several  years,  while  that  of  whooping  cough  reached  a 
new  low  record.  This  may  possibly  reflect  the  value  of  artificial 
immunisation  and,  in  that  connection,  attention  is  drawn  to  the 
satisfactory  rates  of  acceptance  of  protective  inoculation  against 
the  range  of  infectious  diseases  for  which  effective  immunising 
agents  are  now  available. 
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On  the  whole  the  various  statistical  rates  for  the  year 
compare  favourably  with  those  previously  recorded  in  the  Rural 
District  and  with  those  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  recorded 
birth  rate  of  15.1  is  aoove  the  average  and,  when  adjusted, 
approximates  to  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Reference  is  made  to  a 
rise  in  mortality  amongst  young  infants,  in  most  cases  due  to 
prematurity,  and  to  the  advance  in  the  proportion  of  stillbirths. 

The  crude  death  rate  is  the  lowest  for  six  years,  mainly  because 
of  the  reduced  mortality  in  the  advanced  age  groups,  .attention 
is  drawn  to  the  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to 
cardiac  affections  and  cancer  and  malignant  disease,  including 
cancer  of  the  lung.  The  number  of  fatal  accidents  continues  to 
give  cause  for  grave  concern,  particularly  as  they  are,  in  some 
instances  at  least,  preventable. 

The  assistance  of  the  Public  Health  Department  was 
enlisted  on  several  occasions  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
the  domiciliary  care  of  aged  and  incapacitated  persons  who  were 
unable  to  give  proper  attention  to  themselves  or  their  immediate 
surroundings,  and  were,  in  consequence,  living  in  insanitary 
conditions.  Several  such  cases  we re  fully  investigated  and  a 
reasonable  standard  of  personal  and  environmental  hygiene  was  made 
possible  with  the  help  of  various  official  and  voluntary  services. 

It  was  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the 
Council  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  to 
secure  the  removal  of  such  persons  to  hospital  or  other  suitable 
premises. 

The  inadequacy  and  general  unsuitability  of  the  mortuary 
premises  at  the  rear  of  the  Council  Offices  were  the  subject  of 
a report  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  The  Officers  directly 
concerned  were  instructed  to  formulate  a scheme  for  re-designing 
the  existing  mortuary  to  bring  it  up  to  modern  standards,  including 
the  provision  of  refrigerating  facilities.  The  necessary  plans  and 
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estimates  have  been  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor,  but  the 
matter  is  held  in  abeyance  pending  a decision  on  a proposal  to 
provide  a suitably  designed  and  equipped  mortuary  building  at 
the  local  hospital  for  joint  use  by  the  "District  Council  and  the 
Hospital  Authorities. 

Reference  is  made  to  further  progress  in  implementing 
the  Council's  five-year  programme  for  the  clearance  of  unfit 
dwellings  and  to  measures  taken  to  ensure  a satisfactory  standard 
of  purity  and  quality  of  water,  milk  and  food  supplies,  sanitary 
inspection,  duties  under  the  Factories  Acts,  scavenging  and 
cleansing,  disinfection  and  disinfestation,  supervision  of 
caravans  and  camping  sites  and  other  routine  matters  having  a 
direct  bearing  on  environmental  hygiene  and  the  prevention  of 
disease  and  ill-health. 

I again  gratefully  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the 
support  and  consideration  they  have  kindly  extended  to  me  through- 
out the  year.  My  sincere  thanks  are  due  also  to  Mr.  A. H. Sewell, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  his  assistants  and  to  the 
medical  practitioners  in  the  district  for  their  willing 
assistance  and  close  co-operation  in  all  measures  directed  to 
the  promotion  of  the  public  health. 

I am,  Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.H.  BINGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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7th  September,  i960. 
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SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  and  social  conditions 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  in  acres  52,507 

Population  at  Census,  1 95 "I  32,823 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population  at  Mid-year,  1959  37,070 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of 

1959,  according  to  the  Rate  Books  11,723 

Rateable  Value  (1959)  £592,082 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £2,398 


TABLE  I 

The  area  and  population  at  the  1951  Census  of  the  various  Parishes 
comprising  the  Rural  District,  and  the  rateable  value  of  each  Parish  at  the 
end  of  1959,  are  as  follows  :- 


PARISHES 

AREA  IN 
ACRES 

RATEABLE  ViiLUE 
rj.T  END  OP 

1959 

CENSUS  POPULATION 
OP  PARISHES  - 
1951 

ESTIMATED  POP- 
ULATION MID- 
YEAR, 1959 

Bletchingley 

5,813 

J? 

oO 

40,951 

3,164 

3,511 

Bur  5 tow 

4,750 

45,295 

2,961 

3,301 

Chelsham 

2,703 

16,020 

1,390 

1,258 

Crowhurst 

2,119 

4,305 

330 

351 

Felbridge 

2,080 

22,596 

3E 

1,510 

God stone 

A,  464 

64, 965 

5,033 

4,510 

Horne 

3,603 

9,284 

1,102 

820 

Limp  sf  i eld 

4,673 

71,339 

3,499 

3,533 

Lingf ield 

9,239 

85,341 

5,951 

6,706 

Nutf ield 

3,390 

50,254 

2,043 

2,100 

Oxted 

3,658 

132,669 

5,420 

7,275 

Tandridge 

2,722 

8,949 

802 

810 

Tatsf  ield 

1,304 

1 6, 461 

1,009 

1,255 

Titsey 

1,989 

8,852 

119 

130 

(S.E.Gas  and 

Electricity  Boa 

rds) 

14,801 

- — 

— 

TOTaIS 

52,507 

£592,082 

i 

L 

32,823 

37,070 

3£  Constituted  as  a separate  Parish  on  1st  April,  1953. 
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TABLE  II 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births:  - 

Legitimate  . . . . Males  271 

Illegitimate  . . . . Males  9 

Birth  Rate  

do  1 958  

do  for  the  five  years  1954  to  1958 


Females  265 
Females  15 


Still  Births 

Legitimate  . . . . Males  10 

Illegitimate  . . ..  Males  - 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

do.  do.  1958 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

Males  290 


Females  6 
Females  - 


Females  286 


Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births 

Infant  Mortality: - 

Deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year:- 


Legitimate Males  5 Females  6 

Illegitimate . Males  - Females  2 


Infant  Death  Rates: - 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .. 
Illegitimate  infants  -per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  4 weeks 

Legitimate  Males  4 Females  3 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  ..  Males  - Females  2 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Maternal  Mortality: - 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 
Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Deaths  (nett):- 


Males 

197 

Females 

241 

Do.  1 958: - 
Males 

196 

Females 

244 

Death  Rate 

Do.  1958  

Do.  for  the  five  years  1954  to  1958 


Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions 

Deaths  from:  - 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  ..  .,  .. 

TThooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Gastro-enteritis  (under  2 years  of  age)  .. 


Total  536 
Total  24 

15.1 

16.3 

15*2 


Total  16 
Total 

27.7 

19.3 


Total  576 

4o3 


Total  11 
Total  2 


23.2 

20.5 

83.3 


Total  7 
Total  2 

1 9.6 


Nil 

Nil 


Total  438 

Total  440 

11.8 

12.2 

12.5 


57.9 


79 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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The  resident  population  of  the  Gods tone  Rural  District  at 
mid-year  1959  v/as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  be  37,070. 

This  represents  a population  increment  of  1,140,  or  3d  per  cent,  in  the 
preceding  twelve  months,  of  which  122  is  attributable  to  natural 
increase  (i.e.  the  number  by  which  the  live  births  outnumbered  the  total 
deaths)  and  1,018  to  migration  into  the  area.  The  estimated  population 
gains  under  both  headings,  and  especially  the  latter,  are  very  much 
greater  than  usual. 

The  recorded  birth  rate  of  15.1  per  1,000  of  the  population 
is  somewhat  below  that  for  the  preceding  two  years,  but  is  well 
above  the  average  for  the  preceding  decade.  7/hen  adjusted  in  the 
prescribed  manner  for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  recorded  birth 
rate  is  advanced  to  16.3  which  compares  with  16.5  for  England  and  Wales 
in  the  same  period. 

The  fall  in  the  birth  rate  in  1959  was  accompanied  by  an 
appreciable  rise  in  the  rate  of  mortality  amongst  young  infants, 
and  in  the  proportion  registered  as  stillborn,  the  rates  in  both 
instances  being  rather  higher  than  those  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  illegitimacy  rate  was  42  per  1,000  live  births,  as 
comparied  with  43  in  1958  and  36  in  1957. 

The  general  death  rate  of  11.8  is  the  lowest  for  the  past  six 
years  and,  when  adjusted,  is  reduced  to  9.8,  which  compares  with  11.6 
for  England  and  T/ales.  The  decline  in  the  death  rate  is  mainly  due 
to  lower  mortality  amongst -persons  in  the  advanced  age  groups. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  assigned  to  specified  causes  are  set 
out  in  Table  III.  One  noteworthy  feature  is  the  striking  reduction 
in  mortality  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  and, 
more  particularly,  from  those  affecting  the  blood  vessels  of  the  brain; 
there  was,  however,  a relative  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
resulting  from  disease  of  the  coronary  arteries,  angina,  hypertension 
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and  other  cardiac  conditions  which  are  usually  associated  with 
nervous  stress. 

As  compared  with  1958  there  we  re  slightly  fewer  deaths  from  all 
forms  of  cancer  and  malignant  disease,  more  especially  from  cancer  of  the 
lungs.  The  latter  7/ere,  as  usual,  predominant  amongst  males  and 
represent  a death  rate  of  0.39,  as  against  the  national  rate  of  0.1+6. 

It  should,  nevertheless,  be  emphasised  that,  in  spite  of  the  inevitable 
fluctuation  from  year  to  year,  the  death  rate  from  cancer  of  the  lungs 
in  the  Godstone  Rural  "District,  as  elsewhere,  has  risen  fairly  steadily 
over  the  past  ten  years  or  so. 

On  the  whole,  there  were  relatively  few  deaths  from  acute 
infectious  illness,  v/ith  the  exception  of  pneumonia,  though  the  number 
attributed  to  non-inf ectious  respiratory  disease  and  to  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs  did  not  exceed  those  recorded  in  recent  years.  It  is 
of  interest  to  note  that  there  v/ere  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  alarming  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  accidental  causes.  There  were  six  fatalities  in  road 
accidents,  as  compared  with  one  in  1958;  xoedestrians  were  involved  in 
two  cases  and  motor  cyclists  in  the  other  four.  The  five  cases  of 
suicide  v/ere  of  comparatively  young  people,  two  of  whom  resorted  to 
coal  gas  from  the  domestic  supply.  Apart  from  one  homicide  and  one 
death  from  old  war  wounds,  the  other  accidental  deaths  were,  v/ith 
few  exceptions,  of  very  elderly  people  who  died  from  respiratory 
complications  following  fractures  sustained  in  accidental  falls  in 
their  ov/n  homes. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  ascribed  to  other  specified  and  defined 
causes  do  not  differ  greatly  from  those  recorded  in  the  Rural  District 
in  recent  years  and  do  not  indicate  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  from 
any  particular  cause  or  significant  association  v/ith  occupational 
environment. 
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TABLE  III 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  Ii\T  THE  GODS TONE  RURAL  'DISTRICT  DURING-  1 959 


r 

M 

P 

1 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

- 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

1 

3 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

c 

J « 

7/hooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

t 

— 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

6 1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

15 

2 

17 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

8 

8 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

24 

43 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

39 

50 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

44 

32 

76 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

3 

7 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

11 

35 

46 

21  . 

Other  circulatory  disease 

14 

15 

2r- 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia 

14 

28 

42 

24. 

Bronchitis 

14 

2 

16 

23. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

3 

6 I 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

- 

5 | 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 1 
< 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

l 

i 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

- 

6 ! 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- j 

31  . 

Congenital  malformations 

A 

1 

2 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

21 

31  j 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

1 

e 1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

6 

9 

15 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

5 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

197 

241 

438 
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PRE7RLENCE  OF,  i\ITD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  nND 
OTHER  BIS ERSES 


Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Rcconmodation. 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  the  isolation  and 
treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Patients  from  the  Godstone  Rural 
District  are  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at 
B letch ingley,  if  the  required  accommodation  and  facilities  are 
available;  otherwise,  they  arc  sent  to  isolation  hospitals  in 
other  parts  of  the  Hospital  Region.  The  disposal  to  different 
hospitals  of  the  cases  notified  during  the  year  -was  as  follows: - 


Godstone  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

Queen  Mary's  Hospital  for  Children,  Carshalton 

W addon  Hospital,  Croydon 

London  Hospital 

Hither  Green  Hospital,  London 

Horley  & District  Cottage  Hospital,  Horlev 


cases 
25  " 

2 " 

1 case 
1 " 


Uncomplicated  cases  of  the  commoner  infectious,  such  as 
measles,  mumps  and  whooping  cough,  are  not  usually  accepted, 
unless  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  grounds 
that  the  patient  cannot  be  satisf actcrily  isolated  and  treated  at 
home;  several  such  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the 
year. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

Table  IV  shows  the  numbers  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  recorded  in  the  area  during  the 
calendar  year,  classified  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient, 
together  v/ith  the  numbers  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  and  the 
total  deaths  from  each  disease. 
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Table  iv 


cases  of  infectious  disease  (other  than  tuberculosis) 

NOTIFIED  IN  THE  GODSTQNE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  YELK  1959 


C^SES 

NOTIFIED  IN  AGE  PERIODS 

5 t 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

; 

1 

1 

Under 

1 

Year 

i 

A 

1 

to 

2 

2 

to 

3 

— r 

3 

to 

4 

4 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

1 

1 

i 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

r 

i 

20 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

65 

and 

over 

w 

1 — 1 
oi 
-P 

O 

EH 

Total  cases  remoA 

to  hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet. 

Fever 

— 

1 

1 

2 

6 

| 

40 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

68 

29 

- 

Whooping 
i Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

| 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

" 

Measles 

11 

45 

66 

95 

83 

463 

38 

7 

3 

3 

2 

- 

816 

5 

~ 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

3 

1 

4 

5 

18 

2 

X 

r 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

25 

8 

4 

4 

- 

- 

47 

31 

_ 

i-.cute  Polio- 
myelitis 

1 

1 

(a)Paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

(b)Non- 

Paralytic 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Meningo- 

coccal 

i 

1 

Inf  ection 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Food 

6 

Poisoning 

2 

2 

14 

20 

13 

3 

3 

2 

59 

i 

Totals 

13 

50 

70 

97 

89 

525 

100 

29 

15 

12 

9 

5 

1014 

76 

42 

Totals 

1958. 

3 

6 

13 

8 

10 

77 

53 

12 

1 

5 

7 

5 

1 

200 

119 

! 

|38 

L 

* a!1  Forms. 
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The  number  of  notified  cases  of  scarlet  fever  greatly 


exceeds  any  recently  recorded  in  the  Rural  District,,  They  were 
widely  scattered  in  geographical  distribution  and  did  not  indicate 
any  marked  seasonal  prevalence  and  were,  on  the  whole,  relatively 
mild  in  clinical  type.  In  accordance  with  modern  practice, 
home  isolation  was  permitted  and  encouraged  wherever  the 
arrangements  for  the  purpose  were  reasonably  satisfactory  and  no 
restrictions  were  imposed  on  immediate  contacts,  with  the  exception 
of  those  whose  occupation  might  involve  undue  risk  of  spread  of 
infection. 

The  prevalence  of  whooping  cough,  formerly  the  most  fatal 
and  disabling  of  the  infectious  diseases  of  early  childhood,  was 
by  far  the  lowest  yet  observed.  This  may  possibly  reflect 
the  efficacy  of  protective  vaccination,  which  undoubtedly  confers 
a high  degree  of  immunity  in  a very  large  proportion  of  cases. 

It  v/as  again  observed  that  many  vaccinated  children  escaped 
infection,  though  intimately  exposed  to  it,  and  that  the  clinical 
course  of  the  disease  was  generally  very  mild  and  of  short  duration 
in  vaccinated  children  who  were  attached. 

Measles  followed  the  usual  pattern  of  epidemic  prevalence  in 
alternate  years.  The  very  low  incidence  of  the  disease  in  1958 
was  followed  by  a widespread  outbreak  in  the  late  spring  of  1959. 
Children  under  school  age  and  those  newly  admitted  to  infants’ 
departments  were  chiefly  affected.  In  only  five  cases  was  it 
necessary  to  advise  removal  to  hospital  because  of  the  severity  of 
the  disease  or  inadequacy  of  the  arrangements  for  home  isolation. 

No  mortality  was  attributed  to  measles. 

Pneumonia  was  somewhat  more  prevalent  than  usual  and  was, 
in  the  main,  confined  to  the  early  part  of  the  year,  when  it  not 
infrequently  occurred  as  a complication  of  influenza.  Tv/o  cases 
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were  treated  in  hospital  and  the  remainder  were  visited  in  their 
own  homes  with  a view  to  the  provision  of  any  nursing  or  domestic 
help  that  might  be  necessary.  The  number  of  deaths  ascribed 
to  pneumonia  greatly  exceeds  the  number  of  cases  notified;  these 
figures  are  not  directly  related,  as  many  of  the  recorded  deaths 
were  from  non- notifiable  forms  of  the  disease. 

Gases  of  bacillary  dysentery  were  of  the  mild  Sonne 
type  and  occurred  mainly  in  two  institutional  outbreaks  - one 
involving  thirty-eight  cases  at  the  Lingfield  Hospital  School 
and  the  other  affecting  seven  residents  at  Effingham  House 
Holiday  Home.  Effective  measures  were  promptly  taken  at  both 
establishments  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  further  cases. 

The  remaining  two  cases  occurred  in  the  general  population 
and  affected  two  members  of  the  same  family.  All  recovered 
satisfactorily,  though  in  some  instances  the  infection  was 
unusually  persistent. 

The  cases  of  bacterial  food  poisoning  also  we re,  for 
the  most  part,  included  in  a outbreak  at  a residential 
institution,  from  which  forty-eight  cases  were  reported.  The 
infection  was  sudden  in  onset  and  was  fairly  definitely  traced 
to  a member  of  the  ditchen  staff  who  was  found  to  be  a 
symptomless  excreter  of  the  infecting  organism  (Salmonella 
typhimurium)  . There  was  no  known  connection  between  the 
remaining  eleven  cases  which  occurred  in  the  general  population, 
except  in  two  instances  where  several  members  of  the  same  famil3r 
were  almost  simultaneously  affected.  Nine  suspected  cases  of 
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bacterial  food  poisoning  were  not  confirmed  after  full 
investigation. 

Routine  supervision,  including  the  repeated  collection  of 
specimens  for  laboratory  examination,  was  exercised  over  three 
shop  assistants  employed  in  local  branches  of  a multiple  store 
and  who  had  symptoms  of  mild  gastro-enteritis  following  their 
attendance  at  a staff  party  in  London.  All  were  excreting  food 
poisoning  organisms  (Salmonella  typhimurium  - Phage  type  2 c) 
and  were  suspended  from  employment  involving  the  handling  of  food 
until  they  were  shown  to  be  free  from  infection.  It  was  later 
reported  that  at  least  200  of  the  800  guests  at  the  party  had 
been  similarty  affected,  and  by  the  same  type  of  organism,  which 
had  undoubtedly  been  derived  from  pineapple  and  chicke  vol-au- 
vent,  which  all  the  affected  persons  had  eaten. 

There  were  relatively  few  cases  of  acute  infectious 
disease  of  the  nervous  system.  The  one  confirmed  case  of 
poliomyelitis  was  paralytic  in  type  and,  following  treatment 
in  hospital,  recovered  with  comparatively  little  residual  disability. 
Six  suspected  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  investigation, 
but  were  later  reported  to  be  suffering  from  non-inf ectious 
conditions.  The  one  notified  case  of  meningococcal  meningitis 
(cerebrospinal  fever)  and  one  of  acute  encephalitis  were 
confirmed  by  laboratory  methods  and  were  treated  in  hospital  -with, 
satisf actory  results;  the  source  of  infection  in  these  cases 
could  not  be  traced. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  Table  V,  together  with  an 
analysis  of  the  deaths  in  the  area  from  the  disease  during  the  same  period. 

There  were  seventeen  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis,  including  one 
unnotified  case  that  first  became  known  through  the  Registrar’s  return  of  deaths, 
as  compared  with  twelve  new  cases  in  1958,  twenty  in  1957  and  an  average  of 
twenty-two  per  annum  in  the  preceding  five  years.  Two  of  the  reported  cases 
were  discovered  in  the  same  family  and  were  traced  directly  to  a known  case  of 
respiratory  tuberculosis  in  the  some  household.  The  relative  numbers  of  males 
and  females  affected  were  roughly  similar  to  those  recorded  in  recent  years,  with 
slight  shifting  of  incidence  from  the  younger  to  the  older  age  groups. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  of  non-re spiratory  tuberculosis  was  the  same  as 
in  1958  and  is  rather  less  than  one-half  of  the  average  for  the  preceding  decade. 

In  addition  to  the  nev/  cases  notified  for  the  first  time,  there  were 
reports  of  twenty -two  previously  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  who  had  recently  taken 
up  residence  in  the  district.  In  many  of  these  the  disease  is  considered  to  be 
quiescent  or  arrested,  but  all  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  staff  of  the  Chest 
Clinic. 

The  two  deaths  attributed  to  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  represent  a mortality 
rate  (adjusted)  of  0.04  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  which  is  well  below 
the  average  for  the  Rural  District  and  compares  with  a corresponding  rate  of  0.07  for 
England  and  Wales  in  the  same  period.  No  mortality  was  ascribed  to  tuberculosis 

of  other  organs. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  211  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the 
district,  including  1 71  (86  males  and  85  females)  in  which  the  lungs  were  affected 
and  40  (13  males  and  27  females)  with  tuberculosis  of  other  organs.  Thirty-three 
cases  were  removed  from  the  list  during  the  year,  2 on  death,  22  on  leaving  the 
district  and  9 on  complete  recovery  from  the  disease. 

No  special  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  nor  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis). 
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TA3I £ V 


NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  ALL  DEATHS 
FROM  THE  DISEASE  IN  THE  AREA  DURING-  1 959 
CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE,  SEX  AMD  TYPE  OF  DISEASE 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

1 

Age  periods 

Non- 

Non- 

! 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

i 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

1 

ti  ; 

''  ! 
i 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ — , 

1 

i 

! 

i 

1-5  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15  years 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-25  years 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years 

- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

i 

45-55  years 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

» 

1 

55  - 65  years 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

i 

- ! 

> 

| 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

„ i 

1 

| 

j 

l 

Totals 

8 

9 

- 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

1958 

7 

5 

1 



3 

- 

2 

- 
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The  South  East  Surrey  Care  Association,  which  works  in  close  association 
with  the  local  chest  clinics,  continued  its  activities  on  behalf  of 
tuberculous  persons  and  their  dependants.  Assistance  granted  during  the 
year  included  the  supply  of  extra  nourishment,  fuel,  bedding,  clothing, 
sick  room  requisites,  etc.,  and  payment  of  fares,  pocket  money  and  other 
incidental  expenses  which  could  not  be  met  from  official  sources. 

Non-notif iable  Infectious  Diseases 

Information  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  non-notif iable  infectious 
and  contagious  diseases  is  necessarily  incomplete,  and  is  obtained  mainly 
from  reports  of  school  absentees,  the  periodic  statements  of  sickness 
claims  submitted  to  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and 
National  Insurance  in  relation  to  insured  persons  and  the  Registrar's 
weekly  returns  of  deaths.  Cases  also  come  to  notice  through  enquiries 
by  employers  with  regard  to  quarantine  periods,  requests  for  disinfection, 
casual  communications  by  private  medical  practitioners  and  applications  for 
domestic  assistance  under  the  Home  Help  Scheme. 

So  far  as  could  thus  be  ascertained  there  was  no  undue  prevalence  of 
non-notif  iable  infection  in  1 959,  apart  from  the  occurrence  of  a 
considerable  number  of  cases  of  influenza  in  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

These  were  of  relatively  mild  clinical  type  and  did  not  cause  much  interference 
with  school  attendance;  neither  did  they  give  rise  to  any  appreciable 
increase  in  the  number  of  sickness  claims  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  and  National  Insurance.  The  infection  was  associated  with  low 
mortality,  which  was  in  the  main  confined  to  persons  of  advanced  age  who 
were  at  the  time  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or  who  developed 
secondary  respiratory  complications. 

Other  non-notif iable  infections  reported  were  twenty-two  cases  of 
chicken-pox,  nine  of  German  measles,  eight  of  mumps,  three  of  glandular 
fever  and  one  of  infective  jaundice.  The  advice  and  assistance  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  was  frequently  sought  in  connection  v/ith  scattered 
outbreaks  of  mild  gastro-enteritis  which  was,  in  most  instances,  believed  to 
be  of  virus  causation. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination  against  Small-pox 

Vaccination  against  small-pox  is  not  at  present  undertaken  at  the 
County  Council’ s Clinics  in  the  area.  Particulars  of  notifications  of 
vaccinations  performed  hy  private  medical  practitioners  during  the  year 
are  as  follows: - 


0 - 1 

Year 

1 - 5 

Years 

5-15 

Years 

Over  1 5 
Years 

Total 

Primary  Vaccination 

128 

1 64 

9 

7 

308 

Re-vaccination 

— 

2 

18 

104 

12A 

The  total  number  of  primary  vaccinations  is  much  smaller  than  in 
1958,  when  the  acceptance  rate,  particularly  for  infants  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  was  unusually  high.  There  is  a noticeable  tendency  on  the  part  of 
parents  to  postpone  vaccination  of  their  children  until  the  second  year, 
possibly  because  of  the  more  immediate  importance  of  securing  early  protection 
against  the  commoner  epidemic  diseases. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  available  through  general  medical 
practitioners  and  at  the  County  Council’ s Clinics  in  the  area.  The  numbers  of 
children  artificially  immunised  during  the  year  are  as  follows: - 


0 - 1 

1 - 5 

years 

5-15 

years 

Total 

266 

139 

45 

450 

In  addition,  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  were  given 
to  104  persons,  most  of  whom  were  school  entrants  who  had  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  three  or  four  years  previously. 

The  rate  of  acceptance  of  diphtheria  immunisation  was  fairly  well 
maintained.  In  accordance  with  modern  prcactice,  the  use  of  combined 
vaccines  for  simultaneous  protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus  was  suspended  during  the  summer  months  in  view  of  their  possible 
role  in  provoking  the  onset  of  poliomyelitis. 
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Vaccination  against  V/hooping  Cough 


Vaccination  against  whooping  cough  is  intended  mainly  for  infants 
under  the  age  of  one  year  and  is  undertaken  hy  private  medical  practitioners 
and  at  the  County  Council's  clinics  in  the  area.  The  number  of  children 
who  completed  a course  of  treatment  under  these  arrangements  are  as  follows :- 


Under  1 
Year 

1 - 2 
Years 

2-3 

Years 

3-4 

Years 

4-5 

Years 

5-15 

Years 

Total 

Primary 

Immunised 

251 

109 

17 

7 

7 

20 

411 

Re-inf orcing 

injections 

A 

2 

5 

34 

42 

The  numbers  vaccinated  against  whooping  cough  are  roughly  the  same  as 
in  previous  years.  It  is  estimated  that  at  least  45.0  per  cent,  of  the 
infants  born  in  1959  completed  a course  of  whooping  cough  vaccination. 

Vaccination  against  Tetanus 

Vaccination  against  tetanus  is  available  to  children  whose  parents 

expressly  wish  them  to  be  so  protected.  Tetanus  vaccine  may  be  given 

separately,  but  is  often  combined  with  the  agents  used  for  active 

immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  thus  reducing  the  number 

of  inoculations  and  affording  simultaneous  protection  against  all  three  disease 

The  numbers  of  persons  vaccinated  against  tetanus  in  1 959  were  as  follows: - 

0-5  years  283 

5-15  years  1 9 

302 

Reinforcing  injections  were  given  to  28  children  who  had  previously 
completed  a course  of  immunisation. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

The  groups  eligible  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  in  1959 
were  persons  between  the  ages  of  six  months  and  twenty-five  years,  together 
with  certain  priority  groups,  including  expectant  mothers,  medical 
practitioners  and  their  families,  nurses,  ambulance  personnel  and  others 
exposed  to  special  risk.  Third  injections  were  offered  to  those  who  had 
had  their  second  injection  not  less  than  seven  months  previously. 
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The  number  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  by  their  own  doctors, 
or  at  the  County  Council's  clinics  during  the  year,  are  as  follows :- 


Children  between  the  ages  of  six  months 

and  fifteen  years  1,524 

Young  persons  between  the  ages  of  fifteen 

and  twenty -five  years  974 

Expectant  mothers  126 

Medical  practitioners,  hospital  staff  and 

their  families  10 

Ambulance  personnel  1 2 

Third  injections  3,706 

Measles  Prophylaxis 


Immune  serum  is  available  through  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
the  total  or  partial  immunisation  of  susceptible  measles  contacts.  No 
request  for  serum  was  received  during  the  year,  notwithstanding  the 
widespread  prevalence  of  measles. 

B.C.G. Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

The  County  Council's  arrangements  for  the  routine  B .C .G. vaccination  of 
thirteen-year-old  pupils  at  County  Council  and  independent  schools  were 
extended  during  the  year  to  include  pupils  slightly  above  and  below  that 
age  and  students  at  Technical  Colleges  and  other  establishments  of  higher 
education.  With  the  written  consent  of  their  parents,  such  persons  are 
given  a skin  test  to  ascertain  if  they  have  already  had  a primary 
tuberculous  infection,  and  those  giving  a negative  result  are  offered 
B ,C.G. vaccination.  The  results  of  testing  conducted  at  eight  senior 

schools  in  the  Rural  District  of  Godstone  in  1959,  are  briefly 
summarised  as  follows :- 


Number  of  children  eligible  for  treatment  503 
Number  consenting  to  treatment  308 
Percentage  consenting  to  treatment  61  .2 

Number  Mantoux  tested  275 
Number  giving  a negative  reaction  244 
Percentage  giving  a negative  reaction  88.7 

Number  of  negative  reactors  vaccinated  244 
Percentage  of  negative  reactors  vaccinated  100 


There  were  very  marked  differences  at  the  various  schools  in  the 
proportion  of  eligible  pupils  who  consented  to  treatment  and  of  those 
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who  gave  a positive  reaction  to  the  skin  test.  The  total  figures 
under  both  headings  do  not  differ  greatly  from  those  previously 
recorded  in  the  Rural  District  or  elsewhere  in  the  County.  The 
percentage  of  negative  reactors  vaccinated  is  especially  satisf actory- 

While  the  primary  purpose  of  the  scheme  is  the  ascertainment 
and  vaccination  of  children  who  have  not  already  had  a primary 
infection,  it  is  the  usual  practice  to  arrange,  where  possible, 
for  x-ray  examination  of  positive  reactors  to  exclude  the  possibility 
of  active  infection.  No  unfavourable  x-ray  findings  were  reported 
during  the  year. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  conduct  a special  investigation 
at  any  County  Council  or  private  school  because  of  the  occurrence 
of  an  infectious  case  of  tuberculosis  amongst  the  pupils  or 
teaching  staff. 


Protection  agains  other  diseases 

Prophylactic  inoculation  against  other  infectious 
diseases,  such  as  enteric  fever,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  etc.,  is 
necessary  in  the  case  of  persons  proposing  to  visit  foreign 
countries  where  these  diseases  are  endemic,  and  is  usually  undertaken 
at  specified  centres.  The  International  Certificate  required  in 
such  cases  must  be  authenticated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  district  in  which  the  vaccination  is  performed. 
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HATER  SUPPLY . 

With  the  exception  of  the  Parish  of  Tatsfield,  which  obtains  its 
supply  mainly  from  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  the  whole  of  the  Rural 
District  is  supplied  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company.  In  parts  of  the 
Parish  of  Oxted,  the  Parish  of  Limpsfield  and  the  parts  of  Tatsfield 
supplied  by  the  Company,  the  water  is  derived  from  the  lower  greensand,  and 
elsewhere  from  deep  borings  in  the  chalk;  the  water  from  both  sources 
is  chlorinated  and  de-chlorinated  before  distribution  to  consumers. 

There  was  no  important  extension  to  the  public  water  mains  in  1959, 
other  than  that  necessitated  by  new  building  development.  Major  works 
for  the  re-conditioning  and  enlargement  of  "the  East  Surrey  'Water  Company*  s 
pumping  station  at  Westwood  were  commenced  and  are  expected  to  be  completed 
in  the  summer  of  I960. 

The  supplies  from  the  public  water  mains  were  adequate  in  quantity 
throughout  the  year.  The  quality  of  the  water,  as  revealed  by  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination  at  regular  intervals,  was  invariably 
reported  to  be  satisfactory.  No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any 
form  of  contamination. 

Samples  of  the  water  before  and  after  treatment  are  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  under  private  arrangements  made  by  the  'Water 
Companies  concerned.  In  addition,  samples  of  the  treated  water  are 
examined  chemically  and/or  bacteriologically  about  forty  times  a year,  under 
a rota  system  arranged  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts 
supplied  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  within  the  Godstone  Rural  District 
during  the  year  was  18  from  the  East  Surrey  v/ater  Company,  8 from  the 
Metropolitan  'Water  Board  and  7 from  private  sources  of  supply;  all  were 
reported  to  be  of  satisfactory  chemical  and  bacterial  quality. 

Supplies  from  rain-water  tanks  are  confined  to  out-lying  dwellings  in 
the  Parish  of  Tatsfield  and  not  infrequently  fail  completely  after 
prolonged  periods  of  dry  weather.  In  such  circumstances  additional  supplies 
of  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Metropolitan  Hater  Board,  on  payment  of  the  transport  costs.  This  was 
necessary  on  several  occasions  in  the  eurly  spring  and  summer  of  1959. 

The  estimated  number  of  dwellinghouses  in  each  parish  supplied  from 
the  public  water  mains  (direct  to  houses  and  by  means  of  stand-pipe), 
wells  and  rain-water  tanks  are  set  out  in  Table  VI.  The  copulation 
supplied  under  each  heading  is  shown  in  brackets. 
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TABLE  VI 


WATER  SUPPLY 


DIRECT  TO 
HOUSES 

STAND 

PIPES 

V/ELIS 

RAIN  WATER 

TANKS 

Bletchingley 

1036 

10 

8 

(3431) 

(35) 

(25) 

Bur stow 

955 

4 

l 

(3 287) 

(14) 

! 

Che  1 sham 

330 

(1258) 

Crowhurst 

120 

(351) 

F'e  lb  ridge 

568 

A 

1 

4 

(1495) 

(3) 

(12) 

God stone 

1467 

6 

5 

(4476) 

(20) 

(14) 

Horne 

255 

7 

(800) 

(20) 

Limp sf i eld 

1257 

2 

(3529) 

(4) 

Lingf ield 

2381 

6 

(6691 ) 

(15) 

Nutf ield 

636 

10 

(2082) 

(18) 

Oxted 

1955 

(7275) 

Tandridge 

230 

(810) 

Tatsf ield 

355 

3 

66 

(1026) 

(9) 

(220) 

Titsey 

46 

(130) 

TOTALS 

11,591 

30 

36 

66 

(36, 661 ) 

(85) 

(104) 

(220) 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


^he  public  sewers  were  extended  in  several  parts  of  the 
District  in  1 959,  to  allow  connection  thereto  of  108  new  dwellings 
and  1 formerly  connected  to  a cesspool. 

The  work  of  improving  and  enlarging  the  existing  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Oxted  was  well  advanced  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  II 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHEEP  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Re-inspections 

Inspections  under  Housing  Acts 
Re-inspections 

Inspections  for  issue  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Drainage  surveys 

Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  for  Meat  Inspection 
Inspections  of  Slaughterhouse  Premises 
Visits  to  Knackers  Yard 
Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Visits  to  Schools 

Inspection  of  Food  - number  of  visits 
Inspections  of  Food  Premises 
Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops 

Piggeries  and  Poultry  Farms  - Inspections  and  Re-inspections 
Inspections  of  Tents,  Vans  etc. 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 
Drains  Water  tested 

Inspection  of  drainage  work  in  progress 

Notices  served: - 
fa}  Informal 
(b)  Statutory 

Complaints  investigated 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  and  collection  of  specimens 
Inspection  of  refuse  tips 

Samples  of  drinking  water  submitted  for  Bacterial  and/or  Chemical  Analysis 

Miscellaneous  inspections 

Number  of  Cesspools  cleansed 

Number  of  loads  removed  from  cesspools 

Disinfection  of  premises 

Disinfestation  of  premises 

Premises  inspected  for  rat  or  mice  infestation 

Rat  Infestations  dealt  with  by  Public  Health  Department 

Inspections  under  Pet  Animals  Act 


198 
106 
213 
1 99 
27 
108 
1017 

32 

x 

J 

136 

104 

33 
36 

7 
21 
88 

119 

8 
29 

123 

15 

47 

317 

86 

31 

211 

3492 

5254 

12 

80 

1189 

225 

4 
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SECTION  III 


HOUSING 
TABLE  VIII 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during;  the  year  1 959. 

(i)  Inspections  of  houses  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  AH 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  in  sub-head  (i))  which 

were  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  only.  213 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  so  unfit  as  to  be 

incapable  of  repair  at  a reasonable  cost.  39 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  56 

2.  Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied. 

(i)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority.  A5 

(ii)  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public  Health  Act.  11 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1957.  A 

3.  Houses  Demolished. 

(i)  Clearance  Areas.  g 

(ii)  Not  in  Clearance  Area  - as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  16  Housing  Act,  1957.  11 

A . Unfit  houses  closed . 

(i)  Under  Section  16  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  Section  1 0 (1 ) and  11  (2) 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1 953.  39 

(ii)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957.  Nil 

5.  Rent  Act,  1 957. 

(i)  Number  of  applications  received  for  Certificates  of 

Disrepair.  9 

(ii)  Councils  decision  to  issue  Form  L Notices  under  Schedule  III.  9 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  to  remedy  defects.  A 

(iv)  Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued.  1 

(v)  Number  of  Certificates  cancelled  on  completion  of  work.  1 

(vi)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  withdrawn,  3 

6.  Houses  Erected. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  completed  in  1959  by  private  enterprise.  235 

(ii)  Number  completed  by  local  authority.  50 
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SECTION  IV , 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1 937  - 1959 

The  factories  on  the  Register  of  the 
Local  Authority  are  as  follows :- 


TABLE  IX 


Mechanical 

Power 

Non-Mechan- 
ical Power 

Total 

iiircraft  Components 

2 

0 

2 

Agricultural  Engineers 

2 

0 

2 

Aircraft  Repairs  (Engines) 

1 

0 

1 

Bakeries 

10 

4 

14 

Boot  Repairing 

2 

0 

2 

Brass  Finishing 

1 

0 

1 

Brick  Making 

3 

0 

3 

Builders 

0 

27 

27 

Button  Making 

1 

0 

1 

Cabinet  Makers 

1 

0 

1 

Chemical  Manufacturers 

1 

0 

1 

Cleaners  and  Layers 

1 

0 

1 

Coach  Builders 

1 

0 

1 

Concrete  Products 

2 

0 

2 

Corn  Provenders 

2 

0 

2 

Cosmetics 

1 

0 

1 

Cycle  Repairers 

1 

0 

1 

Dairies 

2 

0 

2 

Dressmaking 

0 

1 

1 

Electrical  Engineering 

2 

0 

2 

Fire  Extinguishers 

0 

0 

0 

Flour  Milling 

2 

0 

2 

Food  Manufacturing 

1 

0 

1 

Fruit  Storage 

1 

0 

1 

Fullers  Earth  Works 

1 

0 

1 

French  Chalk  Grinders 

1 

0 

1 

Gas  Storage 

3 

0 

3 

Grass  Drying 

1 

0 

1 

Hydraulic  Equipment 

1 

0 

1 

Jewellers 

0 

2 

2 

Joinery 

7 

2 

9 

Launderies 

0 

5 

5 

Leaded  Lights. 

1 

0 

1 

Light  Engineering  Works 

14 

0 

14 

Motor  Repairers 

23 

2 

27 

Paint  Spraying 

1 

0 

1 

Plumbers 

0 

1 

1 

Pottery 

1 

0 

1 

Printers 

2 

0 

2 

Projection  Room 

1 

0 

1 

Radar  -“-ssembly 

1 

0 

1 

Radio  Repairs 

2 

2 

4 

Rectifiers 

1 

0 

1 

Refrigerator  Repairs 

1 

0 

1 

Rodent  Destruction 

0 

1 

1 

Saddlery 

0 

2 

2 

Sawmills 

2 

0 

2 

Stonemason 

0 

1 

1 

Smithies 

2 

0 

2 

Tile  Making 

1 

0 

1 

Tool  Makers 

1 

0 

1 

Tailoring 

0 

3 

3 

Upholstery 

1 

0 

1 

Wax  Modelling 

1 

0 

1 

Wheelwrights 

2 

0 

2 

Woodcrafts 

1 

0 

1 

115 

53 

168 
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The  following  Table  indicating  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  1 959  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  Factories, 
is  submitted  in  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Act:- 

I INSPECTIONS 


Premises 


1 . Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority, 

3.  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 


TOTAL 


Numb  er 
on 

Register 


53 


113 


Nil 


168 


Number  of 


Inspec- 

tions 


21 


55 


Nil 


76 


Written 

Notices 


Nil 


Nil 


Occupiers 

prosecuted 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Particulars 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

(s.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S 06) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S,7) 
fa)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 


TOTAL 


Number  of 


Found 

Remedied 

Ref 

To  H.1/L 
Inspec- 
tor 

erred 

By  H.M, 
Inspec- 
tor 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 
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PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 

(Sections  100  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

1 

_ ...  _ . 1 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

! 

i 

out-workers 

cases  of 

prosecutions 

instances 

1 

Nature 

of 

Work 

in  August 

default 

for  failure 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Prose- 

list 

in  sending 

to  supply 

unwhole- 

served 

cutions 

required  by 

lists  to 

lists 

some 

Section  110 

the 

premises 

(0(c) 

Council 

(2)  . 

(3)  . 

M 

(5) 



CzL_ 

Wearing)  Making 
apparel)  etc., 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cleaning 

and 

Washing 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Household  linen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Lace,  lace  cur- 
tains and  nets 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Curtains  and 

furniture  hang- 
ings 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Electro-plate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

File  making 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5 ir  pulling 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Iron  and  steel 
cables  and  chains 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

llron  and  Steel 
,anchors  and 
j rapnels 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cart  gear 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

umbrellas,  etc. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Artificial  jewels 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tents 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sacks 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Racquet  and 
tennis  balls 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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774RT  VIII  _0F_  _THE  ACT  (Continued) 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


j 

Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

1 

1 (0 

No  o of 

out-workers 
in  August 
list 

Section  1 10 

(1)(o) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  f ailure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No . of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

i 

i 

(7) 

Leather  goods 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

--  \ 1 !, — — ! 

1 

Nil 

1 The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
> wholly  or  partially 
of  paper 

1 

Nil 

| 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

l 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Nil 

Brush  making 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

( Pea  picking 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Feather  sorting 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carding,  etc., 
of  buttons  etc. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Stuffed  toys 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

j Basket  making 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Chocolates  and 
sweet me ats 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cosaques, 

Christmas  stock- 
ings, etc. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

! 

Nil 

Textile 

weaving 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

j 

Nil  > 

1 

Lampshades 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

! 

1 

) 

TOTAL 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

I 
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OUTWORK  (SECTION  110  and  111) 


During  the  course  of  the  year  8 lists  of 
outworkers  were  received,  and  these  referred  to  the  following 
occupations: 


Wearing  apparel  - making  etc. 
Finishing  of  leather  goods 

Box  Making  

Artificial  jewels  

Lamp  shade  s 


2 

3 

1 

2 

2 


Premises  concerned  v/ere  all  private  houses,  which 
were  found  to  "be  satisfactory  and  no  action  was  necessary  under 
the  Factories  Act. 


FIRE  PRECAUTIONS  (SECTION  34) 


Certificates  as  to  the  adequacy  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire  v/ere  issued  in  two  cases. 

Routine  inspections  v/ere  also  made  to  see  that 
exits  etc.,  v/ere  being  kept  in  proper  order. 

Visits  of  inspection  v/ere  made  to  factory  premises 
as  set  out  in  Table  IX of  this  Report. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Refuse  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year  amounted  to  approximately 
43.160  cubic  yards,  and  this  was  mostly  of  a combustible  nature  and  very  bulky. 

Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  obvious  advantages  of  householders 
destroying  such  material  on  their  own  premises  wherever  possible  and  thus 
helping  to  increase  the  amount  of  space  available  for  the  collection  of 
indestructable  refuse.  This  would  result  in  better  schedules  and  more  frequent 
collections,,  Bad  weather  and  breakdowns  are  still  unpredictable  hazards  and 
when  either  occurs,  the  collection  time  tables  suffer  very  considerably.  Holiday 
periods  give  rise  to  very  great  difficulties,  mainly  because  we  have  no  reserve 
labour  or  vehicles  to  draw  upon  on  such  occasions  and  it  would  of  course  be  most 
uneconomic  to  overstaff,  merely  to  meet  such  circumstances,  but  nevertheless,  the 
adverse  criticism  levelled  at  the  Public  Health  Department  because  of  delays 
arising  therefrom,  is  sometimes  very  unfair  and  difficult  to  deal  with. 

.another  very  real  problem  has  arisen,  in  that  staffing  is  getting  more  and 
more  difficult.  This  is  not  confined  to  the  Godstone  Rural  District.  Other 
employment  is  more  attractive  to  young  men  and,  of  course,  better  wages  are  often 
offered.  If  the  present  trend  continues,  more  and  more  aids  to  save  labour  will 
have  to  be  incorporated  in  the  refuse  collection  service,  particularly  such  aids 
as  compression  type  vehicles  and  automatic  loading  devices.  It  may  also  be 
necessary  to  require  bins  to  be  put  out  by  householders  on  collection  days  - indeed 
this  system  is  already  in  operation  in  many  districts,  and  the  saving  in  time  and 
labour  is  considerable. 

Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  at  the  tip  which  is  situated  at  Taylors 
Hill  Sandpit,  Godstone.  The  Chaseside  mechanical  shovel  and  spreader  has  done  good 
service  during  the  year  in  levelling,  rolling  and  surfacing  the  tip  and  roadways. 
Mechanical  aid  of  this  nature  is  absolutely  essential  in  order  to  maintain 
reasonable  surfaces  for  lorries  to  traverse  for  tipping  purposes. 

The  Thames  Board  Mills  continue  to  take  our  baled  waste  paper  for  repulping 
and  manufacture.  In  addition,  loose  waste  paper  is  sent  to  Messrs  .Freedman  of 
West  Ham.  In  all,  112  tons  were  disposed  of  during  the  year  under  review, 

but  the  market  seems  to  be  in  a continual  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  future 
requirements.  A chart  is  attached  showing  the  monthly  tonnages  sent  to  the  Mill. 
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Tons  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 


PET  SHOPS  ACT,  1 951  . 


Applications  for  renewal  of  licences  required  under 
this  Act  were  again  received  and  in  each  case  there  was 
no  hesitation  in  granting  renewal.  Two  of  the  premises 
concerned  are  private  dwellings,  the  owners  of  which  “breed 
budgerigars  and  sell  those  surplus  to  requirements. 

The  businesses  are  all  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner  and  no  official  action  vras  necessary. 


FIREGUARDS  ACT,  1952 

All  reputable  manufacturers  are  producing  apparatus 
which  complies  fully  with  the  provisions  laid  down  in  the 
Fireguards  Act,  1 952,  and  therefore,  the  amount  of  testing 
required  is  now  greatly  reduced.  Observation  is  kept  on 
shop  window  displays  to  check  that  new  designs  are  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Fireguards  Act. 


-34- 


CESSPOOL  CLEANSING 


In  1 959,  the  number  of  cesspools  emptied  and  loads  removed  again 
showed  an  increase.  The  number  of  cesspools  cleansed  being  3,492, 
involving  the  removal  of  5,254  loads.  The  gallonage  so  dealt  with 
equalled  3,940,500.  A contractor  had  to  be  employed  in  order  to  enable  us 
to  meet  the  very  heavy  demands  for  cesspool  cleansing. 

A number  of  sewer  extension  schemes  are  under  consideration,  but 
these  take  time  to  reach  operational  status  and  unfortunately,  the  number 
of  new  houses  being  constructed  with  cesspool  drainage  is  increasing  yearly. 
It  is  also  unfortunate  that  the  distances  involved  in  carrying  loads  to 
disposal  points  at  Sewage  Works  is  in  most  cases  very  considerable,  due 
to  the  smaller  works  being  unable  to  cope  with  semi-septic  cesspool 
contents.  Until  the  new  schemes  are  in  being,  this  very  expensive  form 
of  disposal  will  have  to  continue. 


MORTUARY 

The  number  of  bodies  brought  into  the  Mortuary  during  the  year  was 
73,  and  of  these,  48  came  from  the  Godstone  Rural  district,  and  25  from 
the  Caterham  and  Warlingham  Urban  District.  Lack  of  refrigerating 
facilities  again  resulted  in  some  difficulties  during  the  warmer  months 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  refrigeration  will  have  to  be  installed. 

The  Mortuary  Keeper  carried  out  his  duties  efficiently  and  well, 
but  there  are  occasions  when  the  condition  of  the  Mortuary  is  not  as  one 
would  wish,  because  of  the  lack  of  facilities  which  arise  when  more 
than  two  or  three  bodies  are  brought  in  for  post  mortem  examination.  Re- 
construction of  the  mortuary  to  provide  more  modern  amenities 
including  a refrigerated  chamber,  is  under  consideration. 


SECTION  V 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

The  Surrey  County  Council  is  the  Authority 
responsible  for  the  sampling  of  foodstuffs, 
and  the  following  list  is  a record  of  the 
samples  and  action  taken  within  the  Godstone 
Rural  District,  In  addition  a return  of  the 
samples  submitted  and  analysed  throughout  the 
County  for  1959,  is  appended. 

SAMPLES  AND  ACTION  TAKEN 

WITHIN  THE 

GODSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Articles 

Analysed 

< 

Adulterated  or 
Irregular 

Formal 

Informal 

To  tal 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

FOOD: 

1 

Beer 

1 

1 

Blackcurrant  juice 

1 

- 

1 

a 

Blackcurrant  syrup 

3 

- 

3 

Bread 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Butter 

3 

- 

3 

Cheese 

1 

- 

1 

Chocolate  cake 

covering 

1 

- 

1 

Coffee  extract 

1 

- 

1 

Confectionery,  sugar 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Cornish  Pasty 

1 

- 

1 

Cream,  double 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

; Custard  powder 

1 

- 

1 

Fruit,  dried,  mixed 

1 

- 

1 

I 

I Guava  and  Grape 

| 

juice 

1 

1 

i 

Ice  Cream 

1 

- 

1 

Lemon  juice 

1 

- 

1 

Marzipan 

1 

- 

1 

Meat,  cooked  and 

prepared 

5 

- 

5 

1 

- 

1 

Milk 

56 

7 

63  j 

5 

- 

5 

Milk,  evaporated 

1 

- 

1 

Mushrooms  with 

Macaroni 

1 

- 

1 

. 3C 

Pies,  meat 

5 

- 

5 

1 

— 

1 

Soft  Drinks 

1 

- 

1 

Soup 

1 

- 

1 

Wine 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

93 

8 

101 

10 

1 

11 

ac  Legal  nroceedings  were  instituted  agains  a Dutcucr  and  provision 
merchant  for  selling  chicken  and  veal  pies  as  "chicken  pie".  On 
conviction,  he  was  fined  £5  with  ,04- • 4 • Od „ costs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  AC T , 1 955 

Return  of  Sammies  analysed  during  year  1 959 


Articles 


FOOD: 


Sanroles 


Formal 


Informal 


Total 


Adulterated  or 
I rr egul ar 


Formal 


Informal 


Total 


Almo  nd  s , g round 

2 

1 

3 

Beer 

1 

_ 

1 

Biscuits 

3 

3 

Blackberries,  tinned 

— 

1 

1 

Blackcurrant  juice 

1 

1 

2 

Blackcurrant  syrup 

3 

- 

3 

Bread 

6 

2 

8 

Butter 

11 

- 

11 

Calf's  Foot  Jelly 

- 

1 

1 

Cereal,  breakfast 

- 

1 

1 

Cheese  Spread 

1 

- 

1 

Cherries,  glace 

1 

- 

1 

Chicken  croquette 

- 

1 

1 

Chocolate  cake  covering 

1 

- 

1 

Christmas  Pudding 

- 

1 

1 

Coconut 

1 

- 

1 

Coffee  extract 

1 

- 

1 

Conf ectionery,  sugar 

2 

4 

6 

Cornish  Pasty 

1 

- 

1 

Crab,  dressed 

6 

- 

6 

Crab,  potted  or  tinned 

2 

- 

2 

Cream,  double 

7 

2 

9 

Cream,  Jersey 

- 

1 

1 

Cream,  single 

3 

~ 

3 

Cream,  sterilized 

- 

5 

5 

Cream,  whipped 

1 

- 

1 

Currants 

- 

2 

2 

Curry  mixture 

- 

1 

1 

Custard  powder 

1 

- 

1 

Dessert  sweet 

- 

1 

1 

Dripping 

2 

- 

2 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

- 

1 

Fish,  tinned 

- 

2 

2 

Flavouring  essence 

- 

1 

1 

Flavouring  syrup 

1 

-• 

1 

Flour 

1 

- 

1 

Food  Colouring 

- 

1 

1 

Fruit,  dried, mixed 

1 

1 

2 

Fruit  in  syrup 

- 

2 

2 

Fruit  salad,  tinned 

- 

2 

2 

Gin 

2 

- 

2 

Ginger 

- 

1 

1 

Grapefruit  juice 

- 

1 

1 

Guava  and  Grape  juice 

1 

- 

1 

Honey 

1 

- 

1 

Ice  Cream 

11 

2 

13 

Infant  foods 

- 

17 

17 

Jam 

3 

- 

3 

Lard 

4 

1 

5 

Lemonade  powder 

1 

- 

1 

Lemon  Cheese 

2 

- 

2 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

- 

1 

Lemon  juice 

1 

1 

2 

Liqueur 

- 

1 

1 

Liqueur  chocolates 

- 

1 

1 

Carried  forward 

89 

59 

148 
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1 


1 1 


1 


1 


10 


3 


13 
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.articles 


Brought  forward 
Liver  Pate 

Mango  Cheeks,  tinned 
Margarine 
Marzipan 
Meat,  cooked  and  prepared 
Milk 

Milk,  condensed 
Milk,  evaporated 
Mock  Salmon  cutlet 
Mushrooms  with  Macaroni 
Nutmeg  flavoured  compound 
Oranges,  tinned 
Peel,  mixed 
Pies,  meat 
Pineapple,  tinned 
Raisins 

Raspberries, tinned 
Rhubarb,  tinned 
Rice,  creamed 
Rice  pudding 
Rum 

Rum  Butter 
Rusks 

Sausage,  liver 
Sausage  meat 
Sausages 

Sausages  skinless, tinned 
Scotch  Egg 
Soft  Drinks 
Soup 

Strawberries  in  syrup 
Sugar 

Sugar  Corn 

Sultanas 

Tea,  instant 

Tomato  juice 

Turkey  croquette 

Whisky 

Wine 

DRUGS: 

aspirin  spirit  liniment 
aspirin  tablets 
Asthma  & Bronchitis 
Mixture 

Bronchial  pastilles 
Cough  linctus 
Olive  Oil 
Tonic 


Totals 


Samples 


Formal 


89 


6 

7 

11 

600 

1 

1 

1 

5 


4 

3 


749 


Informal 


59 


5 

103 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

6 
1 
1 

4 


Total 


217 


148 


1 

6 

7 

16 

703 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

7 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

14 

1 

1 

8 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
7 


Adulterated  or 
Irregular 


Formal 


966 


2 

3 

12 


Total 

13 


28 


34 


x Legal  proceedings  xn  respect  of  one  sample  were  instituted  against 
a Dairy  Farmer  for  selling  Channel  Islands  Milk  deficient  in  milk  fat. 
On  conviction,  he  was  fined  £2,  with  £2.2.0.  costs. 

+ Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a butcher  provision  merchant 
for  selling  chicken  and  veal  pie  as  "chicken  pie".  On  conviction  he 
was  fined  £5,  with  £4.4.0d.  costs. 
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SECTION  VT 


INSPECTION  AI  D SUPERVISICN  OP  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  God  stone  Rural  "District  comes  within  a designated 
area  in  which  all  dairy  herds  are  subjected  to  the  Tuberculin  Test. 

There  are  five  dairy  premises  registered  in  the  district, 
and  this  figure  excludes  dairy  farms.  There  are  two  pasteurising 
establishments,  both  of  which  are  licensed  by  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
and  regular  sampling  of  the  milk  is  undertaken,  in  order  to  keep 
a check  on  the  efficiency  of  the  pasteurising  plants.  In  addition,  there 
are  three  premises  where  raw  milk  supplied  by  farms  in  the  district, 
is  bottled  and  these  premises  also  handle  pasteurised  milk  supplied 
to  them  already  bottled  by  one  of  the  large  Dairy  Companies.  It  is 
therefore  possible  to  obtain  either  raw  tuberculin  tested  milk  or 
pasteurised  milk  according  to  preference. 

In  regard  to  the  pasteurising  establishments,  the  Public 
Health  Department  staff  act  as  agents  for  the  Surrey  County  Council,  and 
carry  out  the  supervision,  inspection  and  sampling  of  the  milk  supplied 
and  distributed  from  these  establishments.  All  samples  are  sent 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Brighton  and  are  submitted  to 
the  methylene  blue  and  phosphatase  tests,  and  it  can,  therefore,  be 
confidently  stated  that  the  milk  is  properly  supervised  in  accordance 
with  the  heat  treatment  regulations.  Any  failure  of  either  of  the 
tests  mentioned  is  immediately  investigated,  and  the  premises  concerned 
are  subject  to  an  intensive  investigation  and  inspection  and  further 
samples  are  taken,  in  order  to  track  down  the  cause  of  the  trouble. 

It  has  usually  been  found  that  any  failure  to  pass  the  methylene  blue 
test  is  due  to  the  shade  temperature  being  above  the  permitted  range 
during  course  of  transit  of  the  samples  to  the  Laboratory,  and  in 
the  case  of  a failure  to  satisfy  the  phosphatase  test,  the  reason 
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is  generally  because  of  a failure  in  the  recording  thermometer  which 
■■fill  sho  a temperature  sufficiently  high  to  produce  efficient 
pasteurising,  but  which,  in  fact,  may  be  one  or  two  degrees  incorrect. 

Te.is  is  sufficient  when  dealing  with  temperatures  within  the  range 
of  145  - 150  P.  to  cause  failure.  It  is,  of  course,  to  the  advantage 

of  tiie  "Dairymen  to  keep  as  near  1 45°F . as  possible,  as  this  improves 
the  cream  line  on  the  bottled  pasteurised  milk.  All  the  recording 
thermometers  are  checked  periodically  against  a check  thermometer 
which  is  kept  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Raw  milk  is  supplied  by  dairies  and  farms  holding  Producer/Retailer 
licences  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food.  There 
are  some  twenty  suppliers  in  the  district,  and  samples  are  taken  of  the 
raw  milk  about  four  times  per  year  from  these  premises,  and  submitted 
for  biological  examination.  No  samples  were  found  to  contain  tubercle 
bacilli,  but  a number  shov/ed  a positive  reaction  to  Brucella  abortus,  and 
on  investigation,  it  was  found  that  herds  being  vaccinated  against  this 
organism  often  produce  a positive  reaction  in  the  samples  taken,  but  this 
has  no  real  significance  unless  the  live  organism  is  isolated.  In  such 
an  event,  the  farmer  concerned  would  be  advised  to  send  all  the  milk  for 
pasteurisation. 

Milks  supplied  to  local  schools  are  all  sampled  on  a rota  basis  and 
this  provides  yet  a further  check  on  the  normal  dairy  supplies  in  the 
district.  All  schools  are  now  being  supplied  with  pasteurised  milk  and 
several  complaints  made  during  the  year  by  teachers  invariably  concerned 
foreign  matter  found  in  the  bottle.  Such  complaints  are  very  f ew  and 
unfortunately,  on  investigation,  it  is  usually  found  that  the  bottle  of  milk 
has  been  opened  and  in  some  cases,  the  contents  have  been  removed,  leaving  the 
empty  bottle  with  some  such  thing  as  a pebble  or  similar  foreign  body  in 
the  bottom.  Such  evidence,  is,  of  course,  useless  because  once  the  bottle 
has  been  opened,  and  the  contents  removed  in  this  way,  the  dairyman  can 
hardly  be  held  responsible. 
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Milk  Samples  (Parms) 


No.  of  samples  passed  biological 
" " " failed 

" " " void 


examination 

I! 


Total  number  of  farm  milk  samples  taken 


64 

Nil 

7 


Milk  Samples  (Dairies^ . 

(a)  No.  of  samples  satisfied  Meth.Blue  and  Phosohatase  exam  7 2 

(b)  " " " failed  " " exam  " 3 

(c)  " " ” " Phosphatase  " 1 

Total  number  of  dairy  milk  samples  taken  76 


Milk  Samples  (Schools^ „ 

(a)  No.  of  samples  satisfied  Meth.Blue  and  Phosphatase  exam  79 

(b)  " " " failed  " " exam  " 5 

(c)  " " " " Phosphatase  " Nil 

Total  number  of  school  milk  sanples  taken  84 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Samples  of  milk,  water,  food,  and  pathological  specimens  are  all 
sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Brighton,  and  the  opportunity 
is  taken  to  place  on  record  the  appreciation  of  the  help  given  by  Dr. 
Jameson  and  his  staff  in  providing  such  an  efficient  service  throughout 
the  year. 

a11  samples  and  specimens  are  usually  collected  during  the  morning 
and  sent  to  the  Laboratory  either  by  train  from  Oxted  or  Redhill,  or  by 
the  Southdown  Bus  Company  from  East  Grinstead.  It  is  essential  that  all 
samples  should  be  at  the  Laboratory  on  the  day  of  collection,  and  it 
sometimes  happens  that  important  pathological  specimens  cannot  be  obtained 
until  early  or  late  afternoon,  and  these  are  then  taken  direct  to  the 
Laboratory  by  road. 
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(b)  SHOPS  ACT,  1934,  AND  FOOD  AIID  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 


In  the  course  of  the  year  under  review,  36  inspections  of  food 
premises  and  33  visits  for  the  inspection  of  food  for  voluntary  surrender 
were  made. 


Shopkeepers  are  continually  carrying  out  improvements  to  their 
shops  in  order  to  cope  with  increased  trade,  and  also  to  accommodate  new 
display  fittings,  and  self-service  arrangements.  Improvements  behind  the 
scenes  are  somevrirat  more  difficult  to  obtain,  but  nevertheless,  most  traders 
are  anxious  to  meet  essential  requirements  once  they  have  appreciated  the 
need. 

Education  of  the  food  handler  is  still  of  paramount  importance, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  devote  very  much  time  to  this  aspect  of  the  matter. 

Pood  premises  situated  within  the  Godstone  Rural  District  are 
listed  in  the  following  catergories: - 


Grocers,  Provision  Merchants  and  General  Store: 


Bakers  and  Confectioners 


Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 


Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 


Fishmongers 


• o • • 


Public  Houses  ... 


Confectioners  . . . 


Butchers 


• • o 


• • o « • o • 


Hospitals,  Private  and  Boarding  Schools 
Registered  ice-cream  premises  ... 


71 

11 

13 

48 

8 

51 

30 

24 

37 

114 


Premises  used  for  food  preparation 


• • • 


63 


The  attached  is  a table  of  foodstuffs  inspected  and  the 


reasons  for  condemnation:  - 


Meat . 

1 leg  Imported  lamb 

2 x 10  lbs.  tins  frozen 

calves  livers 

Dried  Goods, 

10  lbs.  dessicated  coconut 

25  cakes  decorated  with 
coconut 

T inn  ed . F ood  stuff  s . 

2 1+  tins  of  meat  and  meat 
products 

7 tins  of  vegetables 
1 20  tins  of  fruit 
1 tin  of  synthetic  cream 


caseous  lymphadenitis 
decompo  sition. 


part  of  a consignment 
contaminated  with  salmonella 
Newport. 

do. 


blown,  perforated  and 
damaged  tins. 

do. 

do. 

spillage  and  contamination  in 
transit. 


ICE  CREAM. 

No  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  manufacturing  plants  within  the  district.  All  the 
supplies  are  by  noted  manufacturers  and  sampling  is  done  at  the  source  of 
manufacture  and  ma ry  more  samples  are  also  taken  by  the  larger  authorities. 
It  is  therefore  considered  a wasteful  duplication  to  make  additional  checks 
unless  some  exceptional  circumstance  should  arise. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  are  6 licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  Godstone  Rural 
District,  all  of  which  are  in  regular  use.  During  the  year,  evening 
and  weekend  work  has  again  been  necessary  in  order  to  maintain  one  hundred 
percent  inspection  and  this  entailed  during  the  year  101 7 visits.  The 
slaughtering  is  almost  without  exception  carried  out  during  the  early  and  late 
evening,  and  on  occasions,  Saturday  afternoons  or  Sunday,  mainly  because 
of  the  casual  labour  employed  in  the  slaughterhouses. 

Animals  are  also  slaughtered  for  the  v/holesale  market,  which  means  that 
carcases  are  removed  early  the  following  morning,  and  under  the  existing 
legislation,  animals  slaughtered  after  seven  in  the  evening  may  be  removed  by 
seven  the  next  morning,  irrespective  of  whether  an  inspection  has  been  made  or 
not.  The  practical  outcome  of  this  is  that  the  inspection  must  be  made  the 
previous  night,  Ihe  butchers  on  the  v/hole,  co-operate  very  well. 

In  regard  to  the  standards  of  hygiene  maintained  in  the  slaughterhouses, 
it  is  quite  reasonable  in  most  cases,  and  excellent  in  one  particular  instance. 
New  legislation  has  already  been  made  available  and  certain  requirements 
are  now  enforceable.  Other  improvements  affecting  slaughterhouse  construction 
and  amenities  are  to  follow,  at  a date  to  be  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  fisheries  and  Food. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  method  of  disposing  of  diseased  meat  or 
meat  unfit  for  human  consumption.  In  the  case  of  diseased  meat,  it  is 
heavily  disinfected  and  either  buried  or  incinerated,  or  in  the  case  of  a 
seriously  diseased  condition,  removed  by  the  Meat  Inspector  for  disposal  under 
supervision.  In  regard  to  meat  which  is  condemned  by  reason  of  pathological 
change  rather  than  disease,  this  is  treated  with  a green  vegetable  dye  and 
released  for  animal  feeding  or  to  the  fat  merchants. 

There  is  one  knackers  yard  licensed  by  the  local  authority,  and  the 
premises  are  satisfactorily  run.  The  number  of  animals  being  dealt  with  is 
less  than  in  previous  years,  and  the  reason  is  thought  to  be  due  to  the 
considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  old  and  diseased  cattle,  following  the 
extension  of  the  designated  areas  requiring  all  herds  to  be  attested. 


CARCASES  AMD  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE 
OR  IF  Part  DURING  THE  YEAR  1 959"" 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

j 

Number  killed 

394 

77 

1,477 

1,238 

2,135 

Number  inspected 

394 

77 

1,477 

1,238 

2,135  1 

All  diseases  except 

1 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cystic  ere i 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

- 

1 

1 

5 

1 

5 

1 1 9 

15 

5 

58 

119 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

30.4 

19.5 

.33 

4.7 

5.6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 1 
1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

1 

20 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.25 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

ON 

0 

i 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

4 

1 

- ! 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

4 

1 

— 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

C ows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Heads  and  tongues 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

20 

■45- 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

SUMMARY  OP  CX5NDEMNATXONS  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  CYSTICERCI 


SECTION  VII 


THE  PREVENTION  0?  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  .ACT,  1 949. 

A summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  Rodent  Operator  is  set  out  in  the 
Table  attached.  There  were  only  47  major  infestations  of  rats  and  only  9 
for  mice.  The  total  number  of  infestations  treated  during  the  year  was  225 
which  shows  an  decrease  over  last  years  figures. 

The  control  of  the  rat  population  in  the  district  requires  constant 
supervision,  and  this  can  only  be  achieved  by  repeated  inspections  and 
treatment  of  those  premises  and  sites  providing  a special  attraction  to  rats 
and  mice.  This  is  particularly  so  in  connection  with  refuse  tips,  slaughterhouses, 
knackers  yards  and  food  premises,  and  the  scattering  of  food  indiscriminately 
oy  householders  to  birds  and  chickens,  provides  a great  attraction  to  rats. 

It  can:.'_ot-  be  emphasised  too  strongly  that  all  food,  whether  for  human  or  animal 
consumption,  should  be  properly  protected  and  no  loose  food  of  any  kind  should 
be  left  unprotected. 

In  regard  to  sewers,  and  sewage  disposal  works,  an  annual  testing  is 
carried  out  and  any  necessary  treatment  follows.  The  sev/ers  are  now  rarely 
found  to  be  seriously  infested  but  nevertheless,  the  routine  testing  laid  down 
by  the  Ministry  is  a very  necessary  method  of  control. 

School  Canteens  and  Kitchens  are  all  visited  and  given  treatment  for 
insect  infestations,  and  at  the  same  time,  they  are  also  inspected  and  if 
necessary  treated  for  rat  and  mice  infestation. 

The  kitchen  at  Smallfield  Hospital  is  under  constant  supervision  and 
receives  regular  visits  from  our  Rodent  Operator.  Cockroach  and  steam  fly 
infestations  are  occasionally  troublesome,  but  with  the  carrying  out  of 
regular  inspection  and  treatment,  the  amount  of  infestation  is  kept  well  under 

control. 

Convalescent  Homes  run  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  are  visited  regularly 
and  ary  infestations  found  are  dealt  with  under  an  arrangement  made  with  the 

County  Council. 

In  addition,  the  destruction  of  many  wasp  nests  was  also  undertaken  by  the 
Rodent  Operator  in  order  to  assist  householders  and  this  necessitated  a considerable 
amount  of  overtime  in  order  to  maintain  an  efficient  service. 
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TABLE  X 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PISTS  ACT,  1 949 
REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  31  ST  PEG , 1 960 . 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non-Agricultui 

-al 

. ... 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwe lling 
Houses 
(inc  .Council 
Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

W 

Total  of 
Cols,  (l ) , 
(2)  and 

(3) 

(5) 

\ 

Agri- 
cultural ' 

n 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority' s Dis- 
trict (Notes  1 and  2) 

13 

10,156 

1,070 

11,239 

1 

484 

II  Number  of  properties  ins- 

pected as  a result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

2 

182 

18 

202 

1 

1 

f 

8 ! 

(b)  Surve3'-  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

19 

411 

5 

577 

35 

1,053 

7 ! 

i 

1 

III  Total  inspections  carried 

out  - including  re-inspec- 
tions. (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are 
readily  available.) 

- 

- 

- 

136  j 

t 

j 

IV  Number  of  properties  insp( 
cted  (in  Sec.Il)which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by: 

(a) 

' ' (Minor 

p 

2 

...  , 1 6 

4 

22 

1 

i 

i 

1 

3 ! 

10 

137 

156  ~ 

(b)  (Maj°r 

- . | 3 

1 

4" 

9 j 

(Minor 

1 25 

5 

30 

V.  Number  of  infested  pro- 

perties (in  Sect. IV) 
treated  by  the  L.A. 
(Figures  should  NOT  exceec 
those  given  at  Sect. TV) 

12 

\ 

181 

212 

1 

13  i 
» 

S 

VI  Total  Treatments  carried 

out  - including  re -treat- 
ments. (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are 
readily  available.) 

- 

— . — — — . 

- 

i 

i 

■j 

VII  Number  of  notices  served 

under  Sec. 4 of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment. 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

! 

- j 

“ 

— 

VIII  Number  cf  cases  in  which 

default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of 
a notice  under  Sect. 4 
of  the  Act. 

- 

r*= 

_ 

- 

i 

• 

— 1 

1 

» 

- l 

IX  Legal  Proceedings 

— j 

X Number  of  "Block"  con- 
trol schemes  carried  out 

3 

- 

3 

i 

- 

i>KJ 1.  - With  the  exceniinn  rvP  nrr-p-ir* 

which  is  entered  separately 
li-wA  2”  “ (i)  Premises  used  by  the  L. 

entered  in  Col.  (3) „ 

(ty)  Sewers  should  not  be  in 
(^■0  Combined  dwelling  and  b 
person,  should  be  regar 
separate  occupation, sep 
NOia  3 - I or  tne  purpose  of  completing 
bt.  entered  once  only  in  respe 

ultural  properties,  a property  means  one 
in  the  Valuation  Roll  for  the  area. 

A.  for  the  purposes  of  trade  should  be 

eluded. 

usiness  premises,  where  occupied  by  the  same 
led  as  business  premises  and  should  be  entered ii 
arate  entries  should  be  made  in  Cols. (2)  & (3). 
Sections  II, IV  and  V,  each  property  should 
ct  cf  inspections,  infestations  or  treatments. 
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